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Technical Report

Project: Muhammad Bin Qasim Mosque 
Building Type: Religious 
Location: Arore 
Taluka: Rohri  
District: Sukkur 
Province: Sindh 
Period: 93 Hijri 
Construction Material: Brick 
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1.0 Introduction & Context 

Muhammad bin Qasim Mosque is located in Arore, in the district of Sukkur, Sindh. The 
mosque is known to be dated back to 93 Hijri during the time when Muhammad bin Qasim 
arrived in Sindh. The construction is of Brick and it is said to be the first mosque in the 
sub-continent.  

2.0 The Significance of the Building 

Muhammad bin Qasim defeated Raja Dahir on 10th of Ramadan 711 A.D. On 11th of 
Muharram, after appointing governors in all principal districts of Sindh, he left 
Brahamanabad and marched towards Alore (modern day Arore) where Fofi, son of Raja 
Dahir, had fortified his position. Muhammad bin Qasim called his forced to a halt opposite 
the fort. This is where he built a mosque, known as Muhammad bin Qasim Mosque. The 
ruins of the mosque still stand on top of a hill in Arore. 

Muhammad bin Qasim is remembered for bringing Islam into South Asia. This Mosque is 
evidence to his achievement, and the government of Pakistan needs to recognize it as a 
historical building and inject funds in reviving it. 

3.0    General Condition of the Building 

Only parts of the west and east wall remain standing, the rest of the structure has 
collapsed. Only the corner arch of the north wall that meets the west wall exists. There 
are no traces of south façade left. The land on which the ruin stands is undulating and 
approximately 26’0” above the road level of the Arore road.  

Individual assessment of the east and west wall shows that there has been reinforcement 
at the foundation through brick and concrete to prevent the structure from collapsing. 
This was done by the local community hence not the appropriate measures when it comes 
to conservation. 

There are areas on the wall which have become hollow and mortar has eroded with time 
due to which the structural integrity is compromised. The local community has added a 
structure to continue using the space as a mosque. This addition has been attached to the 
west wall because of the Qiblah and a makeshift roof has been added over it in order to 
offer shade for the prayer area.  
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4.0 Historical Research 

Fellow of Royal Geographical Society and author of nine travel books, Salman Rashid 
contributed his research on the history of the mosque.  

I first saw the so-called Mohammad bin Qasim mosque of Aror (Sindh) in 1985; it was 
already a ruin. All that remained was the west wall and across from it, on the east side, 
the entrance. The west wall had an arched but ruined Mehrab. As well as that there were 
two other arched alcoves on both side of the Mehrab and one arched opening on top of 
it. Since the plaster had peeled, the brickwork was clearly visible. Having seen some 
existing Samma period (1336-1520) ruins I concluded that the building was from the late 
14th century to the middle of the 15th. Interestingly, all informed and ill-informed people 
who had seen the ruin in those days insisted that the structure was from the 8th century 
when the Arabs invaded Sindh. 

It was clear that the existing ruin was not a renovation or restoration of an earlier building: 
the building material was entirely uniform suggesting that the entire building was raised 
anew. This fact can still be ascertained today. 

As far as the attribution of this ruined mosque to Mohammad bin Qasim goes, we do not 
find any reference in history supporting it. Mir Masum Shah, the governor of Sukkur and 
Rohri in the beginning of the 16th century wrote a detailed history of Sindh and so far as 
I remember his book, Tarikh e Masumi, does not refer to a mosque of Muhammad bin 
Qasim in the nearby ruins of Aror. 

I suspect therefore that this attribution is of very recent origin. While I strongly feel it is a 
post-Partition invention to underline our Islamic antecedents, it could possibly be earlier. 
But no more ancient than a hundred odd years. 

There is a very small possibility that an earlier worship house had existed on this exact 
site. We know that after the fall in succession of Nerunkot (Hyderabad) and Brahminabad 
(also known by the Arabic name of Mansura), Raja Dahir withdrew to Aror. Thence he was 
pursued by the Arab invader. After the fall of Aror, the Arabs would understandably have 
built a mosque which may have been named after their hero and could have occupied the 
site of the existing Samma ruin. If so, the Sammas may have used the same site for their 
new mosque and the collective memory of local people retained the old name. 



5 Architecture | Historic Building Consultancy | Research & Publications | Karkhana 

This having been said, I must hasten to reiterate that this is a wild and very distant 
possibility. If such a thing was possible, we would also have heard a name for the mosque 
found among the ruins of Bhambore. 

The bottom line is that the ruined mosque of Aror is a definite Samma construction and 
its title attributing it to Mohammad bin Qasim a modern invention. 

5.0 Map 
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6.0 Research and Survey Methodology 

Documenting Muhammad bin Qasim mosque consisted of key stages such as research, analysis 
and survey of the existing condition of the mosque. This was an integral part in identifying various 
probabilities, scenarios and threats the structure might be susceptible to, both on micro and 
macro scale.  

There is no official documentation carried out of the mosque in the past. Therefore, a detailed 
documentation and analysis needed to be carried out in order to propose conservation 
measures. The only history recorded during the process was through secondary sources such as 
oral accounts and literature which was minimal. 

The research and survey carried out consisted of analysis of the existing physical conditions, the 
history and background, contextual analysis and material survey. Material samples were 
collected on site, were send to a geological survey laboratory for testing.  

On-site documentation was conducted which was then translated onto 2D drawings. Visual 
documentation has also been done of the mosque and the site context. When documentation of 
all the research and survey conducted was completed, proposed drawings were developed in 
order to visualise how the mosque might have looked.  
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8.0 Building Assessment 

East-Wall (Exterior) 

East-Wall (Interior) 

West wall (Exterior) 

Collapsed Wall 
Surface Erosion 
Voids/Loss of Bricks 
Vulnerable to Water 

Collapsed Wall 
Surface Erosion 
Voids/Loss of Bricks 
Vulnerable to Water 
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West wall (Interior) 

Collapsed Wall 
Surface Erosion 
Voids/Loss of Bricks 
Vulnerable to Water 

Collapsed Wall 
Surface Erosion 
Voids/Loss of Bricks 
Vulnerable to Water 
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North-wall (corner meeting west wall) 

Collapsed Wall 
Surface Erosion 
Voids/Loss of Bricks 
Vulnerable to Water 
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9.0  Interventions, Repairs, and Recommendations 

History of Damages and Repairs 

Muhammad bin Qasim mosque has experienced severe deterioration and damages. The mosque 
as it stands, only has parts of east and west elevation left standing. Whether the rest of the 
structure has collapsed, destroyed or experienced severe erosion, it is not known. The lack of 
recorded history and reports makes it difficult to guess the cause of its current condition.  

The only restoration measures that have been conducted are done by the locals. It is done which 
can be seen, are reinforcing of foundation and the base of the remaining walls. These have been 
done by adding local standard bricks (9”x4.5”x3”). Irregular local stone is also used to retain some 
parts of the west wall. 

The irregular floor plane makes it difficult to determine the actual ground-line of the structure. 
The current floor surface might have been leveled and hence raised from what it used to be, in 
order to reinforce the encroached structure added by the local community to re-operate the 
space as a mosque. 

Research Conservation Methodology 

A framework for further action 

In order to conserve Muhammad bin Qasim it was important to document the existing condition 
of the structure. After a thorough analysis of the data collected, there are some integral issues 
to be taken into consideration in order to conserve the building. The general condition of the 
mosque calls for various methods to be used in order to conserve the building. 

The building features that call for it to be treated as a ruin. Conservation needs to be conducted 
and treatment should be given to elements like walls, corners, arches, and squinches.  

The cause of damage to the wall will determine which method is used to conserve the damaged 
areas. The eroded mortar will be replaced by new mortar which is a mixture of Lime, Clay and 
Sand in the ratio of 1:2:4. This mortar was also used in the restoration at Makli. There are three 
ways to match fresh mortar with the original one in case it doesn’t match.  

a) A layer of crushed glass bengals (churiyan) is added to achieve the rough texture similar
to the original mortar.
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b) Another way of adding texture to the fresh mortar is done by adding horse hair to the 
mixture.  
c) Crushed clay pots are added into the mortar to achieve the original texture. 
d) Old brick that has lost its structural strength can also be crushed and added into the 
mortar mixture. 
 
A minimal erosion of bricks is often rectified by application of thin layer of mud with a thickness 
of 2 Sutr (1/4inch), to match the new with the old.  
 
 
Overtime the mortar on the wall also develops cracks. These are covered by applying a thin layer 
of a mixture consisting of crushed brick, lime and water. The consistency of this mixture is watery, 
and it is used to cover the cracks. 
 
Damaged caused by air erosion is filled by mud mortar of the ratio, 1:2:4. Application method is 
such that the mud mortar is applied in intervals so that it dries quickly and sticks to the surface it 
is being applied to. The final layer of bricks is added to achieve a finished thickness equal to the 
original wall. This method increases the age of the structure and prevents damage. 
 
The top of the wall requires extra protection. Hence, a high concentration of lime is used for 
plaster that is applied on the top. Instead of 1:2:4 a ratio of 2:2:4 per Tagari (bowl) is used. 
 
Damaged squinches that become hollow, are covered by bricks and finished with a mud plaster 
with a thickness range of .25inches to .5 inches. This is done to retain the profile of the squinch. 
 
The remnants of blue tiles seen on the elevation of the east wall are called the Kaashi tiles which 
are also found in Makli. 
 
Reconstruction and Restoration 
 
This method is not advised by the architect as it does not stay true to the originality of a building. 
A complete redesigning and restoration would mean to construct it in near original state of which 
there are no official records. All the proposed drawings have been developed through references 
of similar structures from similar time period. 
 
Old walls used to be as thick as 3’. Hence the damaged and parts where the wall has become 
hollow, reconstruction is done in such a way that the walls thickness is achieved by new bricks 
and the outer layer is finished with the old bricks to retain the original look of the structure. 
Restoration through brick is done where profile needs to be maintained in addition with 
reinforcement so that the strength is maintained.  In case there aren’t enough old bricks to create 
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the original appearance of the wall, new bricks are used which are then ‘tehshy’ to create the 
rough surface similar to the old façade. 
 
The following actions will be carried in order to reconstruct and restore the mosque: 

a- After conserving the existing wall. The collapsed wall will be constructed from scratch in 
reference to the proposed drawings.  

b- New bricks will be used in the structure of the wall and the finish layer would be done of 
old bricks. In case there aren’t enough old bricks, standard bricks will be placed which will 
then have a treatment of ‘Tehshy’ (procedure with which the outer surface is roughened) 
to make it look like the old wall. 

c- The top surface of the original wall standing will be finished in alignment to the proposed 
design with new bricks. The finish will be achieved with the same method of ‘Tehshy’. 

d- In order to construct the proposed parts of the wall, foundation needs to be laid in 
alignment to the original foundation used. 

e- Irregular stones will be used to lay out the foundation, similar to the original placement 
of the base. It will then be evened out with a layer of lime mortar (1:2:4) on the new and 
old foundation. This is done not only to achieve a uniform appearance but also to 
strengthen, and protect the foundation of external factors such as rain and wind erosion. 

 
  
 
Muhammad bin Qasim Mosque – Per Façade Methodology 

 

East Elevation (Exterior) 

Part of the East wall has 
collapsed. In reference to 
the West wall it is concluded 
that the wall has collapsed 
from both left and right side. 
The top of the wall has also 
eroded with time. The base 
of the wall has been 
reinforced by the local 
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community using standard bricks of 9”x4.5”x3”. There is a concrete path that is also created up 
the slope by the locals in order to access the improvised mosque built on the site.  

Conservation: 

The conservation process that is to be conducted will be carried out on the existing standing wall. 
The process entails the wall to be conserved as a ruin. The steps carried out will be as follows: 

a- The base of the wall which now has new bricks added to it for restoration will not be 
removed because that will risk collapsing of the wall. These bricks have been added by 
locals using cement mortar, hence, removing these bricks means risking severe damage 
to the already weak wall. 

b- The eroded brick profile of the wall should be maintained as it is. It only needs protection 
from the rain, for which a thin layer of lime plaster can be applied on the surface to 
protect it from further damage.  

c- Mud will be added under bricks that need reinforcing and lime plaster will be applied for 
finish. 

d- The cracks on the wall will be covered by applying a thin layer of a mixture consisting of 
crushed brick, lime and water. The consistency of this mixture is watery, and it is used to 
cover the cracks. 

e- The holes in wall will be filled with bricks and then finished with lime plaster on top. The 
plaster finish will not match the existing edge but will be about .25 inches recessed as sign 
of later intervention to the original wall. 

f- The top of the wall requires extra protection. Hence, a high concentration of lime is used 
for plaster that is applied on the top. Instead of 1:2:4 a ratio of 2:2:4 per Tagari is used. 

Reconstruction and Restoration: 

Reconstruction and restoration of heritage buildings is discouraged by the architects and will be 
considered against architect’s discretion. This process will entail reconstructing the collapse parts 
of the wall as well as restoring the existing part to its assumable prime condition. The entire 
reconstruction will be done on the basis of proposed drawings developed as a part of this report. 
However, it should be noted that due to lack of historical records and chronological photographs, 
there was no accurate record to base the proposed drawings on. The drawings developed are on 
the basis of existing walls and references from samma period which the mosque belongs to. 
Therefore, there is a possibility of the proposed drawings failing to reflect its original state. 

The following actions will be carried in order to reconstruct and restore the mosque: 
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f- After conserving the existing wall. The collapsed wall will be constructed from scratch in 
reference to the proposed drawings.  

g- New bricks will be used in the structure of the wall and the finish layer would be done of 
old bricks. In case there aren’t enough old bricks, standard bricks will be placed which will 
then have a treatment of ‘Tehshy’ (procedure with which the outer surface is roughened) 
to make it look like the old wall. 

h- The top surface of the original wall standing will be finished in alignment to the proposed 
design with new bricks. The finish will be achieved with the same method of ‘Tehsy’. 

i- In order to construct the proposed parts of the wall, foundation needs to be laid in 
alignment to the original foundation used. 

j- Irregular stones will be used to lay out the foundation, similar to the original placement 
of the base. It will then be evened out with a layer of lime mortar (1:2:4) on the new and 
old foundation. This is done not only to achieve a uniform appearance but also to 
strengthen, and protect the foundation of external factors such as rain and wind erosion. 

 
East Elevation (Interior) 
The interior of the east wall has also 
been exposed to damages. Most the 
façade has been eroded and arches 
have also been displaced from their 
original position. Unlike the exterior, 
the internal elevation has two 
recessed niches in the form of small 
arches on either sides of the arch 
opening. Mortar has fallen off because 
of which the vertical brick stacking for 
wall’s construction is visible. Here too 
the base of the wall has been 
reinforced by standard bricks by the local community.  

Conservation: 

Similarly to the external side of this wall, this side is to be considered as a ruin and conserved 
accordingly. 

a- The base of the wall which now has new bricks added to it for restoration will not be 
removed because that will risk collapsing of the wall. These bricks have been added by 
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locals using cement mortar, hence, removing these bricks means risking severe damage 
to the already weak wall. 

b- The eroded brick profile of the wall should be maintained as it is. It only needs protection 
from the rain, for which a thin layer of lime plaster can be applied on the surface to 
protect it from further damage.  

c- Mud will be added under bricks that need reinforcing and lime plaster will be applied for 
finish. 

d- The cracks on the wall will be covered by applying a thin layer of a mixture consisting of 
crushed brick, lime and water. The consistency of this mixture is watery, and it is used to 
cover the cracks. 

e- The holes in wall will be filled with bricks and then finished with lime plaster on top. The 
plaster finish will not match the existing edge but will be about .25 inches recessed as sign 
of later intervention to the original wall. 

f- The top of the wall requires extra protection. Hence, a high concentration of lime is used 
for plaster that is applied on the top. Instead of 1:2:4 a ratio of 2:2:4 per Tagari is used. 

g- The scraped off lime will be left as it is, except for places where it has become loose. In 
those places, the lime mortar will be reinforced by injecting a layer of the same mortar 
underneath it. 

h- The eroded areas of the wall and the cracks will be filled with mortar 1:2:4 and the hollow 
niches will be filled with small pieces of old bricks or new bricks if the old are unavailable.  
A layer of mortar will then be applied over it. 

 

Reconstruction and restoration: 

It should be repeated that this method is not encouraged by the Architect. However, if this 
process is implemented, similar methodology will be followed as for the external side of this 
wall. For features that are unique to the internal side that are the small arches on both side 
and the rectangular niches on top of the arches, particular measures  be taken to restore 
them. 

a- The arches would be restored to their original state if they do not compromise the 
structural integrity of the wall.  

b- The lime plaster that has fallen off the arch niches will be replaced by the application of 
new plaster. Which is a combination of Lime and Sand in equal quantities. 

c- The existing wall will be conserved to its original state as much as possible after which the 
collapsed parts of this wall will be constructed. 
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d- It should be noted that the proposed drawings of the internal side are based on 
assumptions deduced from other buildings from the same period. As there are no records 
of the original state of this mosque. 

 

West Elevation (Exterior) 

The west wall has the right corner 
intact unlike the east wall which 
has no trace of the elevation on its 
either side. However, the left side 
of the wall has collapsed. Top of the 
wall has eroded but there are 
traces of squinches over the central 
arch (possibly the main arch) which 
are not found on the East elevation. The local community has reinforced its foundation by adding 
new bricks only at the base of columns. It is difficult to deduce the true ground line of this wall 
an irregular mound has developed over time. The arches have been closed off by covering the 
openings. This might have been done to limit the entrance of the mosque from the east side but 
also because it is the wall towards the Qiblah direction. 

Conservation: 

The wall will be treated as a ruin. Because of which the existing condition of the wall will be 
maintained but actions will be taken to limit further damage. The steps carried out will be as 
follows: 

a- The base of the wall which now has new bricks added to it for restoration will not be 
removed because that will risk collapsing of the wall. These bricks have been added by 
locals using cement mortar, hence, removing these bricks means risking severe damage 
to the already weak wall. 

b- The eroded brick profile of the wall on the top, the length of the wall and the left side, 
should be maintained as it is. It only needs protection from the rain, for which a thin layer 
of lime plaster can be applied on the surface to protect it from further damage.  

c- Mud will be added under bricks that need reinforcing and lime plaster will be applied for 
finish. 
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d- The cracks on the wall will be covered by applying a thin layer of a mixture consisting of 
crushed brick, lime and water. The consistency of this mixture is watery, and it is used to 
cover the cracks. 

e- The holes developed in squinches over time, will be filled with bricks and then finished 
with lime plaster on top. The plaster finish will not match the existing edge but will be 
about .25 inches recessed as sign of later intervention to the original wall. 

f- The top of the wall requires extra protection. Hence, a high concentration of lime is used 
for plaster that is applied on the top. Instead of 1:2:4 a ratio of 2:2:4 per Tagari is used. 

g- The bricks that have been used to cover the arch openings will be removed and the arches 
would be conserved to its original state. Carefully considering that the removal of these 
bricks which are a later addition do not affect the structural integrity of the arches.  

Restoration and Reconstruction: 

Reconstruction and restoration of heritage buildings is discouraged by the architects and will be 
considered against architect’s discretion. This process will entail reconstructing the collapse parts 
of the wall as well as restoring the existing part to its assumable prime condition. The entire 
reconstruction will be done on the basis of proposed drawings developed as a part of this report. 
However, it should be noted that due to lack of historical records and chronological photographs, 
there was no accurate record to base the proposed drawings on. The drawings developed are on 
the basis of existing walls and references from samma period which the mosque belongs to. 
Therefore, there is a possibility of the proposed drawings failing to reflect its original state. 

The following actions will be carried in order to reconstruct and restore the mosque: 

a- After conserving the existing wall. The collapsed wall will be constructed from scratch in 
reference to the proposed drawings.  

b- New bricks will be used in the structure of the wall and the finish layer would be done of 
old bricks. In case there aren’t enough old bricks, standard bricks will be placed which will 
then have a treatment of ‘Tehshy’ (procedure with which the outer surface is roughened) 
to make it look like the old wall. 

c- The top surface of the original wall standing will be finished in alignment to the proposed 
design with new bricks. The finish will be achieved with the same method of ‘Tehsy’. 

d- In order to construct the proposed parts of the wall, foundation needs to be laid in 
alignment to the original foundation used. 

e- Irregular stones will be used to lay out the foundation, similar to the original placement 
of the base. It will then be evened out with a layer of lime mortar (1:2:4) on the new and 
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old foundation. This is done not only to achieve a uniform appearance but also to 
strengthen, and protect the foundation of external factors such as rain and wind erosion. 

f- The edge of the corner that connects the west and the south wall has dilapidated and will 
be rebuilt and brought to its original finished state. This will be done in the same manner 
as the top profile of the wall will be maintained.  

g- The squinches will be given a new finished look. And the small ventilating arch above the 
central arch will be also restored since it has displaced over time. 

h- The left side of the wall that has collapsed will be reconstructed in reference to the right 
side. The entire elevation seems to be symmetrical because of which the left side and 
right side will look the same. 

West Elevation (Interior) 

The internal side of the west 
elevation now supports the structure 
of the later addition to this site. This 
structure now bounds the area where 
people currently pray. These people 
perform their daily prayers facing this 
side of the wall. Similarly to the East 
elevation, the interior and exterior of 
the west wall has been accentuated 
differently. There are no squinches on the internal side and the arches have multiple offset arches 
expressed around the actual arch openings.  

Conservation:  

The conservation will take place similar to the exterior wall. Apart from that, following steps will 
be taken to conserve features unique to the internal side of the West Elevation: 

a- The later additions, such as the parapet wall will be removed. The new columns that have 
been constructed to support the roof will also be brought down. 

b- The collapsed bricks above the smaller arch would be reinforced. Mud will be added 
under bricks that need reinforcing and lime plaster will be applied for finish. 

c-  The crack in the arch above the central arch will be covered with a thin layers of lime 
mortar. It is a mixture consisting of crushed brick, lime and water. The consistency of this 
mixture is watery, and it is used to cover the cracks. 
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d- The lime plaster that has fallen off of walls, will be replaced by the application of new 
plaster. Which is a combination of Lime and Sand in equal quantities. 

e- The profile of the wall will be maintained and only a protective layer of lime mortar will 
be applied. 

 

Restoration and Reconstruction: 

Not advised by the architect. If restoration happens regardless, following procedures need to be 
kept in mind: 

a- The arches would be restored to their original state if they do not compromise the 
structural integrity of the wall.  

b- The lime plaster that has fallen off the arch niches will be replaced by the application of 
new plaster. Which is a combination of Lime and Sand in equal quantities. 

c- The existing wall will be conserved to its original state as much as possible after which the 
collapsed parts of this wall will be constructed. 

d- It should be noted that the proposed drawings of the internal side are based on 
assumptions deduced from other buildings from the same period. As there are no records 
of the original state of this mosque. 

South Wall (Exterior) 

Only a small part of this wall 
is left standing which mainly 
comprises of the corner 
connecting the west and the 
south wall. It has a small arch 
niche on the wall which 
provides a hint of how the entire south wall used to be. But what is left standing isn’t enough to 
solely assume how the entire elevation used to be.  

 

Conservation: 

The right profile of the wall has been straightened out and given a finished layer with the help of 
mortar and addition of new bricks. The corner profile hasn’t been smoothened out and the 
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eroded profile has been left in its original state, except for the corner base which has been 
reinforced with standard bricks by the local community. 

The conservation measures that will be taken for this elevation will be: 

a- The foundation that has been reinforced by new bricks cannot be restored to its original 
state as it has been cemented. Therefore this will be left as it is. 

b- The crack near of the point of the arch would be covered by mud and then a thin layer of 
mortar (1:2:4) will be applied over it. 

c- The bricks that are about to fall off will be reinforced by placing mud underneath it to 
restrengthen their hold. 

d- Although the right side profile has been given a finished look, the entire wall continues to 
join the east wall. If scraping the mortar doesn’t risk damaging the integrity of the 
standing structure then it should be removed. Otherwise it should be left as it is. 

Restoration and reconstruction: 

Since major part of the wall has collapsed there is no proper records of how the wall used to be. 
Hence, restoration and reconstruction is not suggested. However taking the proposed drawing 
in mind, the restoration will be carried out similar to the way it will be carried out on east and 
west wall. 

a- The standing wall will first be restored to its original state as much as possible. 
b- The rest of the wall will then be constructed according the proposed drawings. 
c- Since there won’t be enough old bricks, the wall will be built with new bricks which then 

be roughened. Which will then have a treatment of ‘Tehshy’ (procedure with which the 
outer surface is roughened) to make it look like the old wall. 

 

North Wall  

There are no traces of north wall 
left. It has collapsed completely. 
Therefore the only measure one 
can take is restoration. The 
proposed drawings are made on 
the basis that the mosque used to 
be symmetrical. Therefore the 
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north and the south elevation will be the same. The restoration and reconstruction process will 
be similar except, on this side, the ground needs to be raised for the elevation to stand on an 
equal level. The rest of the methodology is exactly the same as the South wall.  

Restoration and reconstruction: 

Since major part of the wall has collapsed there is no proper records of how the wall used to be. 
Hence, restoration and reconstruction is not suggested. However taking the proposed drawing 
in mind, the restoration will be carried out similar to the way it will be carried out on east and 
west wall. 

a- The wall will be constructed according the proposed drawings. 
b- Since there won’t be enough old bricks, the wall will be built with new bricks which will 

then be roughened. Which will then have a treatment of ‘Tehshy’ (procedure with which 
the outer surface is roughened) to make it look like the old wall. 
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Proposal for recommendation for Muhammad bin Qasim Mosque 

Currently only two walls remain of the mosque. The rest has either collapsed or demolished. 
In order to reconstruct the entire mosque, references have been taken from the architecture 
of Makli Graveyard, Thatta. After carefully studying the precedence, inspiration has been 
taken to reconstruct the mehrab, dome, walls in the same brick construction the original 
mosque had been made. With careful considerations of proportion and aesthetic values, the 
proposed drawings have been designed. The two existing walls will be reconstructed, and 
three new walls will be built. A prayer hall has been introduced according to the proportion 
of the courtyard. The prayer hall will be covered with three domes, two smaller and one large 
central dome. The entire mosque will be built on 26’0 above ground level and the entrance 
is marked with one large central arch and a smaller arch opening on either side. The central 
space has been lit with natural light through niches on the side walls and the prayer space 
and mehrab follows Islamic geometry to signify higher being and infinity.  

  

 

 

 




