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Seven Sisters Tomb (Sukkur/Rohri Sindh) 

History 

River near Rohri on a small hill. A building on the southern side of the hill is called Satbhain (Seven 
Sisters).  According to folklore seven unmarried female friends resided here who veiled themselves 
from all males. But for the fear of a tyrannical Raja, they disappeared in a cave in the side of a hill. 
Thus they became satti. Probably this folklore has its origins in the Hindu ritual of satti, where 
widows burnt themselves on their dead husband’s pyre. In reality, however, this is the burial-place of 
a ruler from Sukkur, Mir Abu Al-Qasim Namkeen (961 A.H, 993 A.H). 
On one of the smaller hills that arises out of the river bank on the south has a leveled platform on 
which there are many carved gravestones. The principal grave is that of Mir Kasim one of the 
Sabzwari Shahids dated 1018 AD. This was probably the grave that sanctified the place, and the 
lamp-post and lamp that were placed in front of it are still there; and it gives the name of Than 
Kasim Shah to the hill. But the name by which it is more generally known is the Hill of the Seven 
Virgins 

Condition 

Satbhain Platform is a listed Protected Heritage Site under the Sindh Cultural Heritage Preservation 
Act 1994, and its condition is poor. Ground water seepage is primarily responsible for the ongoing 
deterioration of the monument. 

Conservation 

Upon learning through documentation, the team analyzed 50 or more different type of motifs, 
design of the blue tile on the monument. The kashi tile work of the graves, outer wall is deterioration 
due to lack of protection and maintenance. These designs are now digitized into three layers from 
field form to auto computer generated drawings with color pigments match to the contextual data.  

Any restoration on stone rehabilitation and outer wall bracing needs to be structurally matching or 
complimenting the heritage material. Lime, and sand usage in all the restoration process must be of 
importance, and removal of all concrete fillings to be removed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

Site Plan: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

Architect's Site Observation and Feedback: 

1. Repair and restoration of outer wall is in dire need and of Heritage Emergency. 

2. Tile deterioration and vandalism needs to be secured under Sindh Heritage Act of 1994. 

3. Referred to master plan submitted by MMA, the various several blocks needs to be restored 
in phases, and establishment of Kiln on site to make the tiles according to existing patterns 
needs to be crafted with a team of kashikars.  

4. The main staircase shaft leading to upper platform, needs to be fixed and restored with 
proper lighting and feasibility. 

5. The upper platform, flooring pavement is uneven, and deterioration is rapid. Red brick 
flooring of chatta patti style to be adopted.  

6. Site mound is half surrounded by land and half by the water. It is important to make sure 
water level increase and decrease effectiveness to be controlled and buffering through 
plantations to be maintained and understood. Ideally mangroves plants on periphery of the 
site can be planted. 

7. Since the site is heavily populated by tourists and locals, it will be a good idea to give stone 
benches to rest and observe the view from the upper platform. This way discouragement of 
walking and sitting on the periphery wall can be avoided.  

8. All the graves on the mound need to be numbered and listed according to Heritage 
Numbering System, so that no more graves can be added or removed without database 
referral. These graves after being numbered, need to be cleaned, all concrete fillings to be 
removed and restored with lime and sand. And where Kashi tiles are missing, the pattern can 
be restored.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

Satbhain Tomb Plan 
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